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FOREIGN VIEWS FAIL
10 MOVE PRESIDENT
Criticisms vOf Speech Will Not
Swerve Mr. Wilson From
Neutral Course Adopted.

BELIEVES THIS COUNTRY
FOLLOWING RIGHT LINES

Hopes to Bring About Permanent
Peace if U. S. Is Asked to Use

Its Influence.

Severe foreign criticisms the'
ppeech of Preside ?i t "Wilson be fort- t lu-

.Associated Press in New York Tuesday'
will not swerve the President in the
least from the lines lairl down in his!
talk, it was said today 1>\ friends of Mr.;
"Wilson. The attitude of his adminis¬
tration will not change unless circum¬
stances coinp«'l a change. Hhas firmly;
decided that this country is really fol-
lowinc a neutral course, and the severe
criticisms from both sides convince him!
That Pride Sam's neutrality is of the
j ght sort.
Present-day suggest ions from one

sue or the other, among the belliger-
.'its. that the usefulness of the I'nited
States has been destroyed in either
being the final medium for peace or

in having strong iiifliier.ee after peace
has come, temporarily do not bother
Those close to the President, who ap¬
preciate the delicacy of his position and
who say that he is not even thinking
. »f making plans that will put pres¬
sure on one side or the other. He
simply wants to be in position to do
the greatest good for humanity when¬
ever that time comes. He has not
given up hope that this country ma>
yet be a biir factor in bringing peace
to blood-soaked Kurope. Xot even in
his fireams is it possible for him now
t«» know how the opportunitv may be
presented or what steps will" be taken
toy this country when that opportunity
arrives. Consequently publications that
represent him as planning to do this
or that or as having given up hope
of being able to do anything are based
upon conjecture of a prettv crude sort,
it is claimed.

Gets Information From Friends.
The President Is receiving a vast

amount of important information from

f-ersonal friends in Europe, it is l>e-
leved, giving him the trend of official
and public sentiment as to peace ami'
other aspects of the situation there, llej
Ja keeping all this information to him-

gelf. The letters are sent to him direct.:

jie Is taking nobody into his confidence |
£®r ,^far that anything he might say)
would spoil the eventual prospects for .
>>eace.
The resentment now felt toward this

Country bv the allies or the Austro-
Oermans is uot likely to be the view-

rolnt of these countries when the time
omes for peace, it is said. Which ever

fide Is defeated, regardless of its pres¬
ent views, will want the moral help of
the world, the United States included.
The President does not expect to ;>os.e

the protector of the under .log or to
seek to take away from the victors
the tidngs that may fairly be their own
right to demand and receive. Hut there
will be problems fully as important as
these upon which the greatest m-uir.tl
country in the world will almost surel>
toe consulted.
Some sort of an agreement among I

the nations of the world to forever"
rast aside war is believed bv close
friends of the President to be "greater !
in his mind than the wrangling that
will go on as to territory or monev.
The time-honored policv of this coun¬
try of* keeping out of Kuropean poli¬
tics will be followed m the actual
terms of peace affecting territorv and
finances in all probability, but in the
cause of humanity itself, touching the
peoples Of the world generally there
v.iii be loom for a star-part" bv the
I n:ted States.

Studies Internationa! Matters.
Despite ti..- closeness of tlie counsel

President Wilson is keeping, it ,s
Mr-.nKlv believe.! that if he is making

VL" V "" "¦ "lie at-
-de the I rute.i states will assume

V'. .", 1 ,"f ¦' u"°rld asrenncii
looknie; to settlement of international
Moodshed. lie spends many hours in
h.s private stud;., away from the ex-

:tive oiiffti. an.l surrounded bv his
private correspondence atld the writ-!
jrigs of all the great authors on inter-
lit t tonal matters, including the rnanv

,h?1 hii »'«*» made ii,
»ne past for international «our*« of
J .Mice and an armed for. e to support
the decree of such a court.

i is generally admitted that when
terms of peaee are under consideration
the influence of the Pr.ited State* n-iv
be immense in modifying or.ditio'-
v !f insisted upon by t' e victors
r ism lead to resumption of hostilt-

i
administration would most

r*. :¦, 1 ties re h permanent peace when
cn-e pe^otiat ions are op»-i,.d and the
Fini«s temporarily cease fighting The
| art played hv the nite.j State*

I.u.-sla rr.r,ll~|. hut that i.art w«s|
playr.l oi-1 when it was at.parent that
Ihe two countries were on the point ,.f
rjsumtnr tie uar. For this work.!
though. Japan and Russia have e«ch
'barged tl:. rn.ted States with sv,n-
rathiUnc unduly with its advers:trv
f.rd the rlpj.,, js rnade that the l»p»J
res#, tod.n 'old a grudge i>r the
I ruted States for using its influence
fot a pea.p that robbed that <o:ntrv
fif the financial indemnity t h;»r u x.
por* l> nee*b-*i

*

Th. political problems r>f Kurope. ,i
lv pointed out, are far more complicated
' an t hose <, f .1 a pa! a u d P uss a and
f"'' the President realizes this'goi
^'"hout s;'\iiit' among h i« friends
fonsctti* m?]\ his steps toward pe,,.-
v 1». ;v j,e has said, be in the -e.
eu ¦!-«¦ of h uina ii it > and not aimed
1" "¦> s;d« or th*- other. \,,d
*bo\e : ll els.. Will he his purpose.
V: h re has 11ot touched upon in an*.
r»f h.s spee.l.v, ,. hax<. Ui#. |or.||!S of
pe. if possible, inclmie an agreement
o fall »... biy nations of the world. h#»|-
Jinerer.t and jautial. |<»oking toward
the abo! I t,f war and the submis¬
sion *,{ «*a uses of dispute to a tri¬
bunal of supn m* authority.

PIREMEN OVERCOME BY FUMES
Acts Like Slow Poison During Night

and Seventeen Are Stricken.
NKW YORK. April 23. Nitric acid

fumes, inhaled yesterday by a squad
.>( firemen and at first unnot.ced. op¬
erated like sh'\v poison during the
night, with the result that today seven¬
teen firemen were in hospitals or con¬
fined to their beds in fire houses, some
of them critically ill. One by one tin
men became stricken.
The fumes were inhaled when the

firemen answered .i call sent in from a
rctory where a i h rt y-ga Ion carboy

acid had overflowed and formed a
.av> vapor. Mistaking this for smoke,

ji policeman turned in the alarm When
the nature of the vapor was learned
the firemen were ordered away and the
rescue s«iuad. protected bv oxygen hel-
jrjoAs, was summoned. They bailed out
the acid with buckets and were'unaf¬
fected by the fuines.

Aliened He Was Shot. Without
Trial, by Officer in Car-

ranza's Army.

SLAYER SENT TO PRISON
FOR TERM OF 12 YEARS,

Woid Received in Washington of!
Series of Reverses for the

Villa Forces.

. :i.simiro Fernandez. a Spanish sub-
jeci. was shot and killed I»y Capt. Loza,

la Carranza officer. in Puebla, Mexico,
according to mail dispatches received
today at the Spanish embassy. It was
suited that Fernandez was dragged
from his home and shot without trial.
He was charged with being implicated
in conspiracy against the government.
C.ipt. Loza was condemned by the local
government to twe!\e years' imprison¬
ment.
Word th.it San Luis Potosi has been

evacuated by the Villa forces, and that
the states of Jalisco and Michoacan are
in control of the ('arranza followers,
was received at the constitutionalist
agency here today in a cablegram from
(.'arranza at Vera Cruz, as follows:
"(Jen. Obregon informs me that our

forces have taken lrapuato and that
the whole of the states of Jalisco and
Michoacan is now under our control.
1>a\V unofficial information that San
Luis Potosi was evacuated by the Vil-
listas. Our columns are proceeding
northward."
Villa Prepares for Another Battle.
Consular dispatches received by the

Washington government from various
points in Mexico indicate that while
temporarily disorganized by the defeat
sutsained at Celaya. Gen. Villa and his
forces have by no means been removed
as a formidable factor in Mexico's civil
war.
Officials at the State Department are

guarding closely the reports received
from consuls in the territory occupied
b\ Gen. Villa, as it is not desired to
give out military information, but it is
known that plans for another battle
with Gen. Obregon. the ("arranza com¬
mander. are proceeding rapidly.
Villa's chief difficulty, it was learned

officially, is his lack of ammunition,
and until he replenishes his supply he
probably will not risk another engage¬
ment. When he met Obregon at Celaya
Villa had sent forces t«> attack Mata-
moras. Nuevo Laredo. Tampico and
west coast towns, greatly depleting his
main force. Indications now are that
he intends to concentrate all these
forces in central Mexico for another
supreme effort against Obregon.
The Carranza forces are reported to

be well supplied with ammunition and
pressing the Villa army closely north
of lrapuato. Carranza officials here
claim the Villa movement has been
given a crushing blow, from which it
never will recover.

Another Revolution Rumored.
In the meantime mart-y rumors of

counter revolutionary movements have
been current, though they are not
credited by the American government.
Many former sympathizers of Huerta
have been in Washington, but most of
them denv that Huerta intends to take
the field again.
.Manuel Calero. former ambassador to

Washington under the .Vladero admin-i
istration, visited the Argentine a>d
Chilean ambassadors yesterday, dis¬
cussing the Mexican situation in gen¬
eral. it was said his visit was without
significance.

MOTION FILED FOR NEW
TRIAL FOR ED AINSMITH

Attorney Benjamin S. Minor Con¬
tends Conviction of Ball Player

Contrary to Evidence.

The motion for a new trial was filed
by Attorney Renjamin S. Minor, presi¬
dent of the Washington base brill club,
in the Police <"'ourt this afternoon in
t lie case of Kdward K. Ainsmith. a

catcher of the Washington base ball
team, who was sentenced Wednesday
to thirty days in jail b> Judge James
L. I'ugh after lie was convicted of a

charge of assault
I: the petition a new trial is asked

b\ the attorney on the ground that the
judgment was contrary to the evidence,
that the verdict was against the weight
or* the evidence, and for other ground
to l>e stated at the hearing of the
mot ion.
Assistant T'nited States Attorney

Ralph Given said (he argument on the
motion would be heard some time next
week. ^Ainsmith is out of town, and
will not lie back until Tuesday." said

j Mr. Given, "therefore, the argument
cannot be heard until he returns."
Ainsmith was convicted with Joseph

Mngei. a pitcher «»f the same team, on

a charge of assaulting Douglas C. Kd-
wards, a street car motorman for the
Washington Railway and Klectric Com-
pa 11 y, at the P street barn of the com¬

pany April II Knuel was fined
w h ich !».. pa id.

MAY BE PROBING ADAMS FIRE, j
¦Grand Jury Believed to Be Consid¬

ering Charge of Incendiarism.
The presence of Fire Marshal Nichol-

son near the rooms of the grand jury
today caused a rumor at cltv hall that
an investigation is on hand by the
grand jury into t"ie cause of the fire
at the store of K. R. Adams & Co. The
nited States attorney declined to dis¬

cuss the proceeding before the grand
jury, hut if is generally considered
that Mr. Nicholson told of the result
of his inquiry into the cause of the

j fire, which is supposed to have been
of incendiary origin.
A colored employe of the store was

closely questioned b\ the police concern¬
ing his knowledge of how the fire started,
but seemed to give a satisfactory account
of himself and was released. No In for-
rnation was obtainable as to the person
under consideration by the grand jury, as
such matters are held secret. j

Not nr.til a report is made by the grand
Jury in court can th . extent of its inves-
ligation become public.

French Soldiers Decorated.
PARIS, April 23..Six thousand French

soldiers just hack from the front were
reviewed vesterday afternoon by Gen. A
Galopin, on the esplanade of the Hotel
des I rival ides. Several decorations were
bestowed by Gen. Galopin on the sol¬
diers present They included t If* mili¬
tary medal and the Legion of Honor.
Aeroplanes flew over the esplanade and
saluted the troops during the review.

EXPLAINS INVISIBLE
GOVERNMENT IDEA

Col. Roosevelt Continues to
Reveal Inside Workings in

Political Affairs.

LAWYER iVINS REBUKED.
APOLOGIZES TO COURT

Letters Between Former Senator
Piatt and Witness Introduced

in Libel Trial.

sv i:\ri hi:, n v. v i> Theij-
flow- Roosevelt mgain went on tin- wit-
ness stand here today for cross-exami-
nation by William Ivins, chief counsel
for William Karnes. This is the fourth
day the former I'resident has given
testimony in the trial of Me. Raines'
fifty-thousand-dollar suit aga'inst him
for a leered libel. t
Col. Roosevelt continued to reveal

the inside workings in New York
polities during the leadership of the
late Senator Piatt, and dwelt upon the
so-called invisible government, which,
he declared, existed in that state. He
answered the inquiries of the cross-

examiner. Lawyer ivins, without hesi¬
tancy, and usually succeeded in adding
comments that were distasteful to the
lawyer.
Finally Mr. Ivins declared that if the

witness were treated as other wit-
nesses there would be no complaint
and the presiding judge promptly re¬
buked the lawyer, declaring that such
language would not be tolerated. Mr.
Ivins apologized and the examination
proceeded. Col. Roosevelt grinning at
his cross-examiner's discomfiture.
Later on during the cross-examina¬

tion Col. Roosevelt said that he had
regarded William Barnes as a "sort of
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. who. like
other politicians, had his good sides
and his bad sides."
The colonel said lie did not. as sug¬

gested by William Ivins, his cross-ex-
aminer, attempt to sever the ligaments
between "these Siamese twins of poli-tics. Quite on the contrary, he de-
elared he endeavored to have the "Dr.
Jekvil" in them absorb the "Mr. Hyde."

It was the colonel's fourth day uponthe witness stand, and he seemed to be
as fresh as he was on the first da v.
More letters tending to show tiie
friendly relations between himself and I
Mr. Barnes were introduced into the
record.
The colonel admitted that he had

complied with many suggestions made
to him by Mr. Barnes in regard to the
filling of offices in the state govern¬ment during the two rears he was
governor.

May Go Over to Next Week.
Hefore Col. Roosevelt went upon the

witness stand today attorneys In the
case sail! they considered it doubtful
whether the colonel would be able to'
finish bis story until next week.
Justice Williafn S Andrews, presiding

at the trial, is disinclined to hold court
tomorrow. So. if the cross-examination
is not concluded today. Col Roosevelt,will resume the stand Monday morninc

Air. Ivins planned to take Col. Itose-
veit through a series of questions re¬
garding things said to have happenedjust before he became President The
witness was also to be asked manyquestions concerning his further rela'-
lions with republican "bosses," arid
with Mr. Barnes.

Col. Roosevelt Resumes.
When court was opened Col. Roose-

\elt resumed his seat in the witness
chair immediately.
"Mr. Roosevelt," began Mr. Ivins,

"attention, was called to the annual
message in which you mentioned the
establishment of a printing house. Did
you ever do anything further officially
in regard to that?
"Officially, no."
"During your two years as governor,]

the usual appropriation bills came to
you did they not'.'"
"They did."
"Who was chairman of the senate)finance committee?"
"Was it Mr. HigginsV" !
"You ask me, so I'll tell you. it was."
"Who was chairman of the assembly

committee of ways and moans?"
"I don't know."
"Well it was Mr. Allds. Did you for¬

get. the name because it was Mr
Allds?"
"I did not. 1 had formal relations!

with Mr. Allds. had personal rela-!
tions with Mr. Wiggins, that's how ii
remembered his name."
"Did you ever veto a bill in regard!

to finances passed by both houses and
which has since been passed by the
legislature?"

"I may have."
"I:i 1S99 and 1900 was the position of

chairman of the republican state com¬
mittee recognized by law?"
"1 think not."

Democratic Leaders.
"Who was the democratic party lead¬

er then?"
"Cp state if was David B. TTH1; in

New York it was Richard Croker,
with the latter growing in power con¬

stantly."
"Here is your autobiography. Here

you said that during the campaign the
issue was between yourself and Cro¬
ker. Is that right?"
"Yes."
"Did you mention Mr. Hill'."'
"Yes. You look at page-
"We'll go into that later."
"On page 301, cont inued the wit¬

ness. "1 mentioned David B. Hill."
"Did Mr. Hill go to the I'nited Slates

Seriate ?"
"lie did."
"Do you remember when he retired?"
"1 think it was in 1X9S."
"Do you know lie got out of politics

in this state after lie retired from the
Senate?"
"No. My understanding is directly

the contrary."
"In chapter eight did you refer to Mr.

Barnes?'*
Not of Importance Then.

"No. He was not then of the same

importance as Mr. Piatt and Mr. Odell.
However, when I published my auto¬
biography in 191 ? 1 thought the same
of Mr. Barnes as I did when 1 wrote
the article complained of here."
"Why did you do that?"
"I did not want to make any rnali-

cious attack on Mr. Karnes. refused
to attack any man in my autobiog¬
raphy that could help, in my .state¬
ment I wanted to appeal to the voters
of New York state."
"Since this action was begun have

you referred to yi*ir autobiography?"
"I think I have."
"Do you know your language on the

stand and in your antobiographv has
at times been identical?"

.I don't know. I do not think that
is the case. It might be."
"In your statement you refer to in¬

visible government. Now this is from
your autobiography."
Mr. Ivins read an excerpt that had

(Continued on Fitt«enti~Page.)
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Aero Club Asks All States to
Participate in 100 Days of

Competition.

WOULD AID NAVAL MILITIA
AMD THE NATIONAL GUARD

Prizes Suggested Include One of

$5,000 for Mail-Carrying
Demonstration.

An aviation carnival, national 1n
scope. engaging every aeroplane in the
country, a ml lasting; for 10ft flays. be¬
ginning July 1, in every state of the
I'nion. has been suggested a-.id is being
organized by the Aero Club of America.
[Letters have been sent to the povf-rnors
of the states soliciting their co-opera-
tion ami support and twenty-two local
aero and state aero clubs, including the
Aero Club of Washington. have given
the project their backing.
The tentative plan as announced by

the organization committee says that
"the national aeroplane competition is
to start Independence flay, July 1. and
end Columbus clav, October 12. f* 1 ..

It is to be held throughout the country,
under the auspices of the n'-ro clubs of
the I'nited States, with the co-opera¬
tion of the states, eities, military and
f-flucai ional institutions, and sporting,
scientific and business organ iza ions of
the I'nited States, to assist the War
and Navy 1 »epa rtments in developing
aviation corps for the Xationa Cuard
and naval militia, to demonstrate for
the I'ost ('Mice I iepa rt men t the practi¬
cability of carrying mail by aeroplane
to hundreds of places so isolated that
it now takes days to deliver mail that
could be delivered by aeroplane in a
few hours, to develop the sport ami to
demonstrate the practicability of the
aeroplane for general use."

Tentative Prize Schedule.
The tentative schedule of pr;zes to

be offered includes a series of "best
record" prizes for aviators flying daily
during the period of competition; ,"t

prize to be divided among the
three aviators making the best time
across the continent: a special prize "of
?r.,000 for the best ma il-e.-i rr\ing dem¬
onstration. This is to be judged from
the standpoint of regularity «»f serv¬
ice, protection of mail matter from
the elements and the advantage of
time saved. The nor-i ollice has pre¬
pared a list of isolated (daces in sev¬
eral states where mail delivery be¬
tween places twenty to ninety 'miles
apart requires from one to four days,
but perhaps only a few hours by aero¬
plane.
Other prizes include awards for con¬

struction of the best air or water
planes; the best demonstration of sta¬
bilizers: the lowest consumption of
fuel per mile covered, the greatest'
number of passengers carried, and, in
fact, for every phase of aeroplane
work.
The suggestion is made by the com¬

mittee that "cities would prefer a high¬
ly constructive type of entertainment
to the dangerous fireworks of the
Fourth of July."
The states, through their governors,

are urged to enter at least one aero¬

plane for each state, and a popular
subscription is suggested. It would re¬

quire' a fund of ?s,000 for each aero¬

plane entered by the states. The ma¬
chine thus entered under state auspices
could remain, it is suggested, ;1S the
property of the state National Guard.

Bart Dunn Released on $5,ODO Bail.
BCTI.KR. N. J April 23..Bart Dunn,

former Tammany leader, convicted more
than a year ago of highway fraud in
dockland county, N. Y., who was arrested
Wednesday in a sanitarium here as a

fugitive from justice, was released in
$f>,ft00 bail yesterday. »r. James K.

?Griswold, county physician, said that
l>unn was too ill to be removed, and it
was decided to admit him to ball, which
[wan quickly furnished.

JURY IS TO DETERMINE
HARRY THAW'S SANITY

Supreme Court Justice Hendrick of
New York Grants Applica¬

tion for Trial.

NEW YORK, April 23..The question
of the sanity of Harry K. Thaw will
be determined by a jury. Supreme
Court Justice Hendrick, in a decision
handed down today, granted the ap¬
plication for a trial made bv Thaw's
attorneys on a writ of habeas corpus.
Justice Hendrick set the date of the

trial for May IT.
Thaw was In court when the justice

announced his opinion. His face at
once lighted up with pleasure. His

'attorneys, friends and others in the
courtroom rushed to congratulate him.:
and he was kept busy for nearly half

jan hour shaking hands before he was

taken back to the Tombs.

"Good News for Mother.'* He Says.
"It will be good news to my mother.";

he told newspaper men, "that's all 1
want, to say for- publication." I
The moot question which Justice

Hendrick had to decide was whether
the court had power to grant a jury
trial. He held after a study of the

[authorities that he did have such power
land has decided to exercise it. *

He pointed out in the decision that
the jury was called in "to aid the court
by their advice," and that the finding
of the jury would not be binding if the!
court was satisfied that it was n^>t in'
accordance with the evidence and with
justice.
The court, he said, could disregard the

jury's verdict and render his own de-
cision.

DOMINICAN ENVOYS COMING.

Expected They Will Protest Curtail¬
ment of Expenditures.

SANTO DOMINRIO, Dominican Re¬
public, April 'J'i..The Dominican gov¬
ernment has sent Frederico Velasquez,
Jacinto I'cynado and Francisco Ten-
riquez as special commissioners to
Washington to confer with President
Wilson on matters of importance.
Herbert Johnson, fiscal agent of the

American government in Haiti, also
has left here for Washington, going by
way of Havana. Quiet prevails through¬
out the l>onnnil.au republic.

officials here expect the Hominican
commission comes to protest against
the reciiit curtailment of expenditures
from the Dominican reserve custom
fynd. Some time ago it was found that
the fund was being depleted and the
I'nited States as supervisor of Domin¬
ican finances forbade further expendi-
'tu res.

PROHIBITION NOT PLANNED.

British Government Expected to Re¬
duce Hours for Obtaining Drink.
DON DON, April 23..That the British

government does not intend to have
recourse to prohibition in dealing with
tiie drink question was inferred from
Premier Asquith's statement in the
house of commons last evening, when
he said that Wednesday or Thursday
next the. chancellor of the exchequer,
David Dloyd Heorge, would bring for¬
ward proposals for "dealing with the
limiting of facilities for drinking."
The prime minister's remark was gen¬

erally interpreted as meaning that the
hours during which drink would be ob¬
tainable in the public houses would be
considerably curtailed throughout the;
country, and not merely m the area®
where munitions of war are manufac¬
tured. I

A

Fierce Storm Sweeps Over
| Oklahoma and Texas, Do¬

ing Much Damage.
|
SEVEN PERSONS DROWNED

IN ONE AUSTIN HOUSE

Gas Mains Break and Factories Are
Tied Up.Lightning Sets

Oil Tanks Afire.

A "ST IX. Tex., April 23.- Floods that
swept down Waller and Shoal creeks
here last night took a toll of fifteen or

twenty lives, according" to estimates
today. Houses werejaetnmed in masses

against the bridges and the high water
flooded many business houses. Heroic
work was done by citizen rescue par¬
ties and by the fire and police depart¬
ments. Of eight persons .jn one house
which was swept down Waller creek
all but one are believed 10 have per¬
ished.
The dead in this house are: .Mrs. C. S.

Fzell, Libert Kdwin Fzell, aged nine
years; Martha Virginia Kzel!, aged five
years; Harvey King, aged twenty

[years: Mr. and Mrs. King, parents of
Harvey King, and Helen King, their
daughter.
Others believed to have been drowned'are Mr. and Mrs. Winkler, an aged

couple: Torn Quinn, a fireman, who
was engaged in rescue work: William
and "Rachel Curtis, two Leonard broth-
ers and some Mexicans and negroes.

Heavy Property Damage.
DALLAS, Tex., April 23. At least

eight persons dead, a heavy property
damage, telegraph and telephone com¬
munication interrupted and railroad
schedulos disarranged by washouts,
soft track and threatened bridges, was
the known result today of a rain, elec¬
trical and wind storm general over
nearly all Texas and the eastern por¬
tion of Oklahoma late yesterday and
last night, ami which continued early
today in some localities.

In the Thrall oil field near Taylor.
Tex., tanks containing ir.0,000 barr.-ls
of oil were set tire by lightning. The
loss, it is said, would bo Light¬
ning started a fire in an oil warehouse
in I'alias, causing a loss of $120,000.

in Oklahoma the Canadian river at
Chiekasha has cut a new channel two
miles from its old bed, and ten pas¬
senger trains were marooned there.'
The Santa Fe railroad has lost l,<>00
feet of track at I'urcell, and bridges
are threatened at several points on that
road by swollen streams.
Bursting of a gas main at Alvord, Tex.,

caused by water undermining the line,
has left Dallas and Fort Worth without
natural gas. It was not known today
when the break could be repaired.
Reports from Fort Worth said many

big plants which depended on gas for fuel
were shut down. The first break in the
gas mains was repaired early today, but a
second break a short time later swept
away another stretch of pipe. x

At Bay City four inches of rain in less
than two hours early today, was reported.

Tornado Injures Seven.
SHAWNKK, Okla., April 23..Seven

persons were injured, three danger¬
ously. in a tornado which last night
jlestroved the home of S. L. Whittlev.
a farmer near here. Telephone and tele¬
graph wires are down. It is believed
the property damage in this vicinlty
is heavy. No deaths have been re¬

ported.
Gas Mains Broken.

FORT WORTH, Tex., April 23..Two
breaks in the natural gas mains be¬
tween this city and the Clay county
gas fields, caused by floods resulting
from last night's storm, today le't Fort
Worth newspapers and small manufac¬
turers without fuel for their power
plants and most housewives without
means of cooking break last.

Presentation of Gifts Pleasing
Diversion at the Session

This Morning. '

SUFFRAGE HUES FEATURE
OF DECORATIVE EFFECTS

Reading of Reports to Be Concluded
This Afternoon.Program

for This Evening.

With less* than half of the .seats at Me¬
morial <.."untinental Hall occupied, the ses¬

sions today of the twenty-fourth congress
of the Daughters of the American Revolu¬
tion were devoted to routine matters and
to the presentation of gifts to national
officers, chairmen of committees, etc.

Decorative effects at the hall caused
many of the daughters with suffrage lean¬
ings to smile significantly. Of the many
bouquets adorning the tables, the rostrum
and the platform itself, or presented to
Mrs. William Cumming Story, re-erected
president general, a majority were in the
suffrage colors of yellow and white. Mrs
Story herself became a symphony of suf¬
frage hues when she received a huge
cluster of yellow daisies and white lilies,
which she held against the purple of her
gown.
The invocation at the morning ses¬

sion was by Rev. Dr. A brant Simon,
following which the minutes of yes¬
terday's sessions were begun. When
th#* reading had proceeded as far as
the close of the morning session a mo¬
tion was made to defer further read¬
ing until later and to take up at once
.the reports of the minor committees.
The motion carried, but the committee
reports were deferred while the pages
presented the president general with
a pair of jeweled shoe buckles and
jeweled slides for a tulle dog collar.
The floor pages also presented the

president general with a silver mesh
purse and gave handsome gold pins to
Miss Florence Finch and Miss Hilda
Fletcher, chairman and vice chairman,
respectively, of the pages.

For Entry in Book of Remembrance.
The Maine delegation announced that

the chapters of the Pine Tree state had
presented the society with $00, which
was to be credited to the president
general in the organization's book of
remembrance.
Mrs. Daniel Lothrop, founder of the

society of the Children of the Ameri¬
can Revolution atid chairman of the
committee on that organization, read
her report on the growth of the junior
society, which was formed two years
ago. The report detailed the growth
of the society, which Mrs. Lothrop
styled "a training school for the 1).
A. 11."
Other reports on the program for this

morning's session, but which were not
reached before the noon recess, were
those of the Kugenia Washington,
founder, memorial, Miss Anna Maxwell
Jones, chairman; genealogical research,
Mrs. Fred Yates, chairman; to revise
tiie statutes, Mrs. Livingston Rowe
Schuyler, chairman; Philippine scholar¬
ship, Mrs. .Joseph K. McWilliams, chair¬
man, and legislation in Cnited States
Congress, Mrs. Charles R. Davis, chair¬
man.
Just before the noon recess a meeting

of the committee on resolutions. Miss
Janet Richards, chairman, was called.
This committee's report was scheduled
for the first business of the afternoon
Session, called to convene at - o'clock,
but consideration of the committee's
report was not begun until an hour
after that time.
While Miss Richards and members of

her committee declined to give any in¬
formation as to the nature of the com-

mittee's report, it was rumored that
several of the committee's recommen-
idations might be expected to de-velop
antagonism

Speculation Aroused.

Speculation was rife during the morn¬

ing session as to possible action rela¬
tive to the report of Mrs. Willard T.

Block, chairman of the committee on

liquidation and endowment fund and
certificate penny-a-day plan.

It was expected that the congress,
under the leadership of the president
general, would decline to pay#the sum
of about $£.000 claimed to be due to
tiie firm which engraved and printed
the certificates of descent, on the
ground that such payment will not be
due until the certificates have been

[disposed of and the money received.
These certificates of descent were a part
of the plan proposed at the last con-

gress by Airs. Block as a means of re¬

ducing the debt on Memorial Conti¬
nental Hall.
The session tonight is to include ad¬

dresses by Maj. Gen. A. W. Greeley.
Col. John Temple Graves, Miss Mabel
T. Board man, Mrs. X. Taylor Phillips,
Mrs. Hugh Griffin, who is regent of the
society in London, England; Mrs.
James T. Morris and others. The pro¬
gram for the evening session also in¬
cludes several musical numbers. A
memorial half hour is to be held in
honor of Mrs. Stonewall Jackson, Mrs.
Miranda B. .Tulloch and Mrs. M. E. S.
Davis, the principal speaker being Mrs.
Josephus Daniels, wife of the Secre¬
tary of the Navy.

Competitors May Again Contest.
Principal interest in the afternoon

session yesterday of the twenty-fourth
Continental Congress was the an¬
nouncement by Mrs. George Thacher
Guernsey, defeated candidate for presi-
dent general of the D. A. R., that siie
would be a candidate for the same of¬
fice two year-* hence. While Mrs.
Guernsey made no formal personal an-
nouncement of the fact that she is to
be considered still in the ring, she al¬
lowed her friends and supporters to
circulate the announcement among the
delegates. The statement was definite¬
ly made as coming from the Kansas
state regent.
"Mrs. Guernsey's showing was good

enough to encourage her in the belief
that had she entered the lists several
months earlier she would have been
successful." said one of the prominent
Guernsey supporters last night "In
a way she was drafted, and at a time
too late to permit her to make a really
effective canvass. The support which
was accorded her, in spite of this fact,
however, was so great that her ad¬
herents believe she will be elected two
years hence."
Remarks made by adherents of Mrs.

Story and by a few of those who were
in charge of affairs connected with her
candidacy created the impression that
the re-elected head of the society is to
be a candidate for a third term as pres¬
ident general in 1017. No confirmation
of the rumor was to be had, but it was
of sufficient definiteness to cause con¬
siderable comment.
Another prominent Daughter who is

expected to be a candidate two years
from now is Mrs. John Miller Horton
of Buffalo, who was one of Mrs. Guern¬
sey's adherents in this year's election.

Features of Last Night's Session.
Last night's session of the congress,

which convened at R:fJ0 o'clock, was

(Continued on fourteenth pafft.)

'REPEATED ATTACKS <

i ON BRITISH POSITION
GROWJNINTENSITY

Fighting at Hill No. 60 Prom¬
ises to Spread Over

Wide Front.

ENGLISH STILL CLING
TO IMPORTANT POINT

of Ypres Again Target for
Seventeen-Inch Shells

Used in Battle.

EELGIANS REPULSE GERMANS

French Claim to Have Captured
Many Trenches From the Foe.

Asphyxiating: Bombs Being-
Used. It Is Charged.

J LONDON". April 23..The I'.rit-
,vl' forces have shown no <ii
sition under the repeated rushes
ol the < icrnians to relax their grip
on liill No. fx), near Ypres. and
the fighting in this locality todav
shows signs of developing along
the wide front with increasing
intensity, even rivaling the at¬

tempts of the tiennans to break
through the British lines last fall.
Losses on both sides already are
hea\ v.

J he city of ^ pres. w hose his-
tono structures were shattered
by < ierman projectiles last Octo¬
ber. again is the target of heavy
shells. Iluge seventeen-inch mis¬
siles are now being used, and un¬
less the civilian population has
tied or is taking to its cellars, the
losses among the people must be
heavy.

German Attacks Repulsed.
There was given out in London this

J morning: the regular semi-weekly re-

J port on conditions at the front. If is
.{dated April i'l* and reads:

'The German attacks on hill No. HO.
which had stopped at the time of ia-
suing the report of last Monday, have
been renewed several times. These at
tacks all failed. \\*e hold the entire
crest of the hill and so deny its use to
the enemy, who have attached great
importance to it.
"There is not. and there never liae

j been, any truth in the German official
communication that the enemy had r*-~

captured this position. During the op-
| erations around hill So. ?*.<> the enemy
tired shells seventeen inches in diaru«

Jeter into the town of Ypres.
Two Mines Exploded.

April HI, in the neighborhood of la
Bassee. the enem> exploded two mines
opposite our right. They failed to
damage our trenches. Having discovered

j German mining operations in the neigh-
horhood of l^e Touquet. near Armen-
tieres. we forestalled their effort tins
morning by exploding a mine which
we had prepared th^re. '

"April !!? one of our airmen carried
out a very bold and successful single-
handed attack on an airship shed near

Ghent. He ha<l to run a gantlet of fire
from the ground, directed by a captive
balloon, in order to attack his objec¬
tive. In spite of this he came down to
within -<>.» feet of the ground and ef¬
fected his object, causing a serious ex¬

plosion in the shed."

Belgians Inflict Losses.

Successful operations for all of the
allied armies fighting in the western
arena are claimed by Paris today in its
official statement. In addition to
British and French forces making ad-

I varices rfnd repulsing the enemy at sev¬

eral points, the Belgian army has again
been brought into the fighting by an

attack from the Germans to the north
of Dixmude. where it is declared the

j kaiser's men were thrown back with
great losses.
Germans now are employing asphyx¬

iating bombs with marked regularity,
according to the French statement, al¬
though Berlin declares that there is no

ground for this statement, and makes
the counter charge that their use has
been general among the allied armies
The French declare that to the norfh
of Ypres their men were forced to re¬
tire considerably because of the deadly
fumes from German shells.

French Gain Trenches.
Near l^angemarck the British have

repulsed two attacks. In the wooded
valley near St. Mihiel the French have
taken an additional 700 meters of
trenches and made 100 prisoners, at-
cording to Paris. Two lines of trenches
were gained at a place called the
"Cow's Head." which is in the forest of
Apremont, near St. .Mihiel. A large
number of German dead were left on

the ground, it is declared.
In Alsace, French forces claim to

have made considerable progress on

both banks of the Fecht river. Ground
is being gained to the east in the di¬
rection of Metzeral.

Russians Repulse Foe.

The Russians are, according to their
accounts, repulsing repeated Austrian
attacks on their positions to the south¬
east of Bupkos pass, in the Carpa¬
thians, and are holding their own
against the Austro-Germati efforts on

their flanks, near Gorlice, in western
Galicia, and Stry, in the eastern part
of the same province. These attacks
apparently are being made with the
object of holding the Russians where
they are while the Germans are pre¬
paring to strike at the Russin lines at
some other point, possibly from the
direction of Cracow.

Airships Are Active.
A Reuter dispatch from Petrograd

sa ys:
"There was much activity yesterday

on the part of the Russian airships.
One dropped fifteen bombs on Flock.
Several German boats on the Vistula
were struck, as were the railroad sta¬
tion and trains.
"Two other machines bombarded the

railway station at Mlawa and the Ger¬
man aerodrome at Sanniky. Considera¬
ble damage was done to German
trenches." w

A

City


